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Independent Auditor's Report
Grant Thornton LLP
Suite 400
85 Bayfield Street
Barrie, ON
L4M 3A7

T +1 705 728 3397
F +1 705 728 2728
www.GrantThornton.ca

To the Directors of 
Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd. (the "Company"), which
comprise the statement of financial position as at December 31, 2020, and the statements of
comprehensive income, changes in equity, and cash flows for the year then ended, and notes to the
financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies.

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of the Company as at December 31, 2020, and its financial performance and its
cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards.

Basis for opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Our
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the
Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report. We are independent of the Company in
accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in
Canada, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these
requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our opinion.

Responsibilities of management and those charged with governance for the financial
statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in
accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards, and for such internal control as
management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Company's ability
to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using
the going concern basis of accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the Company or
to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.

Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Company's financial reporting
process.
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Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report
that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee
that an audit conducted in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will
always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and
are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to
influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements. As part of
an audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, we exercise
professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also:

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due
to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain
audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not
detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error,
as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the
override of internal control. 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an
opinion on the effectiveness of the Company's internal control.

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting
estimates and related disclosures made by management.

 Conclude on the appropriateness of management's use of the going concern basis of
accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists
related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Company's ability to
continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required
to draw attention in our auditor's report to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if
such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit
evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor's report. However, future events or conditions
may cause the Company to cease to continue as a going concern.

 Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the
disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and
events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned
scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in
internal control that we identify during our audit.

Barrie, Canada
April 27, 2021

Chartered Professional Accountants
Licensed Public Accountants
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Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Statement of Comprehensive Income
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
Year ended December 31 2020 2019

Revenue
Electricity revenue $ 41,555,983 $ 37,270,072
Distribution revenue 7,703,842 8,040,502
Other revenue 813,200 554,586
Gain on disposal of property, plant and equipment 29,551 807

50,102,576 45,865,967

Expenses
Purchased power 41,229,986 36,753,141
Operating expenses (Note 23) 5,369,450 4,784,875
Depreciation and amortization (Note 22) 1,560,864 1,499,092
Taxes other than payment in lieu of taxes 59,441 57,787

48,219,741 43,094,895

Income from operating activities 1,882,835 2,771,072

Other income
Finance income 24,339 79,886
Finance costs (573,037) (520,245)

(548,698) (440,359)

Income before provision for payment in lieu of taxes 1,334,137 2,330,713

Provision for payment in lieu of taxes
Current (Note 13) 254,392 396,697
Deferred (Note 13) 77,679 205,460

332,071 602,157

Profit before net movements in regulatory deferral account
balances 1,002,066 1,728,556

Net movement in regulatory deferral account balances related to
profit or loss and the related deferred tax
movement (Notes 4, 13 and 14) (245,055) (378,981)

Profit and net movements in regulatory deferral account balances 757,011 1,349,575

Other comprehensive loss: items that will not be reclassified to
       profit or loss, net of tax

Remeasurements of defined benefit plan, net of tax of $1,238
(2019 - $10,208) (Note 19) (3,436) (28,312)

Total comprehensive income $ 753,575 $ 1,321,263

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 3



Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Statement of Financial Position
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31 2020 2019

Assets
Current

Cash and cash equivalents $ 2,020,858 $ 1,840,775
Receivables (Notes 7 and 8) 4,495,474 4,762,667
Unbilled revenue 3,708,078 4,705,385
Inventory (Note 9) 276,895 300,737
Prepaid expenses 355,953 417,652
Payment in lieu of taxes receivable 94,025 270,675

Total current 10,951,283 12,297,891

Non current
Property, plant and equipment (Note 10) 34,722,132 34,129,316
Intangible assets (Note 11) 634,898 590,603
Goodwill (Note 12) 1,150,014 1,150,014
Deferred payment in lieu of taxes (Note 13) 247,461 323,902

Total non current 36,754,505 36,193,835

Total assets 47,705,788 48,491,726

Regulatory deferral account debit balances and related deferred
tax (Notes 4, 13 and 14) 347,619 176,009

Total assets and regulatory deferral account balances $ 48,053,407 $ 48,667,735

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 4



Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Statement of Financial Position
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31 2020 2019

Liabilities
Current

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (Notes 8 and 16) $ 6,983,401 $ 7,402,582
Current portion of contributions in aid of construction (Note 17) 236,862 218,768

Total current 7,220,263 7,621,350

Non current
Contributions in aid of construction (Note 17) 7,542,148 7,019,065
Customer deposits (Note 18) 385,989 254,835
Employee future benefits (Note 19) 110,020 116,073
Long-term debt (Note 20) 18,186,387 18,186,387

Total non current 26,224,544 25,576,360

Total liabilities 33,444,807 33,197,710

Shareholder's equity
Share capital (Note 21) 9,226,787 9,226,787
Contributed surplus 4,986,711 4,986,711
Retained earnings 342,823 1,200,812
Accumulated other comprehensive income 52,279 55,715

Total shareholder's equity 14,608,600 15,470,025

Total liabilities and shareholder's equity 48,053,407 48,667,735

Regulatory deferral account credit balances and related deferred
tax (Notes 4, 13 and 14) - -

Total liabilities and shareholders' equity and 
regulatory deferral account credit balances $ 48,053,407 $ 48,667,735

Contingency (Note 26)

On behalf of the board

  Director   Director

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 5
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Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Statement of Changes in Equity
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
Year ended December 31, 2020

Share Capital
Contributed

Surplus
Retained
Earnings

Accumulated
Other

Comprehensive
Income (Loss) Total

Balance, January 1, 2019 $ 9,226,787 $ 4,986,711 $ 1,351,237 $ 84,027 $ 15,648,762

Profit for the year and net movements in regulatory deferral
account balances - - 1,349,575 - 1,349,575

Other comprehensive loss, net of tax:

Remeasurements of defined benefit plan, net of tax (Note 19) - - - (28,312) (28,312)

Dividends paid - - (1,500,000) - (1,500,000)

Balance, December 31, 2019 9,226,787 4,986,711 1,200,812 55,715 15,470,025

Profit for the year and net movements in regulatory deferral
account balances - - 757,011 - 757,011

Other comprehensive loss, net of tax:

Remeasurements of defined benefit plan, net of tax (Note 19) - - - (3,436) (3,436)

Dividends paid - - (1,615,000) - (1,615,000)

Balance, December 31, 2020 $ 9,226,787 $ 4,986,711 $ 342,823 $ 52,279 $ 14,608,600

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 6



Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Statement of Cash Flows
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
Year ended December 31 2020 2019

Increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents

Operating
Comprehensive income $ 753,575 $ 1,321,263
Items not affecting cash

Depreciation and amortization of property, plant and
equipment and intangible assets (Note 22) 1,695,071 1,604,447
Gain on sale of property, plant and equipment (29,551) (807)
Employee future benefits (6,053) 35,293
Provision for payment in lieu of taxes 242,480 455,310
Finance income (24,339) (79,886)
Finance costs 573,037 520,245

3,204,220 3,855,865
Change in non-cash working capital items

Receivables 267,193 (714,740)
Unbilled revenue 997,307 (797,233)
Inventory 23,842 36,752
Prepaid expenses 61,699 (122,472)
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (419,181) 680,407
Contributions in aid of construction 541,177 694,114
Customer deposits 131,154 36,677
Regulatory deferral account balances (171,610) 630,188

1,431,581 443,693
Payment in lieu of taxes received (paid) 10,611 (582,194)

4,646,412 3,717,364

Financing 
Repayment of long-term debt - (7,403,058)
Proceeds of long-term debt - 8,000,000
Finance costs paid (573,037) (520,245)
Dividends paid (1,615,000) (1,500,000)

(2,188,037) (1,423,303)

Investing 
Finance income received 24,339 79,886
Purchase of property, plant and equipment (2,266,288) (3,425,890)
Proceeds on disposal of property, plant and equipment 38,214 9,500
Purchase of intangible assets (74,557) (47,649)

(2,278,292) (3,384,153)

Increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 180,083 (1,090,092)

Cash and cash equivalents
Beginning of year 1,840,775 2,930,867

End of year $ 2,020,858 $ 1,840,775

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 7



Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Notes to the Financial Statements
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31, 2020

1. Corporate information

Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.'s (the “Company”) main business activity is the distribution of
electricity. The Company owns and operates an electricity distribution system. The address of the
Company's corporate office and principal place of business is 200-395 Centre St N, Huntsville,
Ontario, Canada, P1H 2M2.

The sole shareholder of the Company is Lakeland Holding Ltd.

The Company was incorporated under the Canada Business Corporations Act in 2000, and has
continued as a Company under the Business Corporations Act of Ontario. The Company distributes
electricity to residents and businesses in the towns of Bracebridge, Huntsville, Parry Sound,
Sundridge, Burk’s Falls and Magnetawan under a license issued by the Ontario Energy Board
(“OEB”). The Company is regulated by the OEB and adjustments to the Company’s distribution and
power rates require OEB approval. 

2. Basis of presentation

a) Statement of compliance

The financial statements of the Company have been prepared in accordance with International
Financial Reporting Standards (“IFRS”) as issued by the International Accounting Standards Board
(“IASB”) and interpretations as issued by the International Financial Reporting Interpretations
Committee (“IFRIC”) of the IASB.

The financial statements were authorized for issue by the Board of Directors on April 27, 2021.

b) Basis of measurement

The financial statements have been prepared on a historical cost basis. The financial statements
are presented in Canadian dollars (CDN$), which is also the Company’s functional currency.

The preparation of financial statements in compliance with IFRS requires management to make
certain critical accounting estimates. It is also requires management to exercise judgment in
applying the Company’s accounting policies. The areas involving a higher degree of judgment,
complexity, or areas where assumptions and estimates are significant to the financial statements
are disclosed in Note 6.

8



Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Notes to the Financial Statements
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31, 2020

2. Basis of presentation (continued)

c) Explanation of Activities subject to Rate Regulation

The Company, as an electricity distributor, is both licensed and regulated by the Ontario Energy
Board “OEB” which has a legislative mandate to oversee various aspects of the electricity industry.
The OEB exercises statutory authority through setting or approving all rates charged by the
Company and establishing standards of service for the Company’s customers.

The OEB has broad powers relating to licensing, standards of conduct and service and the
regulation of rates charged by the Company and other electricity distributors in Ontario. The Ontario
government enacted the Energy Competition Act, 1998, to introduce competition to the Ontario
energy market. Rates are set by the OEB on an annual basis.

Regulatory risk

Regulatory risk is the risk that the Province and its regulator, the OEB, could establish a regulatory
regime that imposes conditions that restrict the electricity distribution business from achieving an
acceptable rate of return that permits financial sustainability of its operations including the recovery
of expenses incurred for the benefit of other market participants in the electricity industry such as
transition costs and other regulatory assets. All requests for changes in electricity distribution
charges require the approval of the OEB.

Recovery risk

Regulatory developments in Ontario’s electricity industry, including current and possible future
consultations between the OEB and interested stakeholders, may affect distribution rates and other
permitted recoveries in the future. The Company is subject to a cost of service regulatory
mechanism under which the OEB establishes the revenues required (i) to recover the forecast
operating costs, including depreciation and amortization and income taxes, of providing the
regulated service, and (ii) to provide a fair and reasonable return on utility investment, or rate base.
As actual operating conditions may vary from forecast, actual returns achieved can differ from
approved returns.

9



Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Notes to the Financial Statements
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31, 2020

3. Impact of COVID-19

Since December 31, 2019, the spread of COVID-19 has severely impacted many local economies
around the globe. In many countries, including Canada, businesses were forced to cease or limit
operations for long periods of time. Measures taken to contain the spread of the virus, including
travel bans, quarantines, social distancing, and closures of non-essential services have triggered
significant disruptions to businesses worldwide, resulting in an economic slowdown.  Global stock
markets have also experienced great volatility and a significant weakening. Governments and
central banks have responded with monetary and fiscal interventions to stabilize economic
conditions.

The Company has been able to continue operating throughout the pandemic as an essential
service provider and did not suffer any significant decrease in its revenue. As at December 31,
2020 the Company has not suffered any significant impairment of assets or reduction in its cash
flow.

While governments and central banks have reacted with monetary and fiscal interventions designed
to stabilize economic conditions, the duration and extent of the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak,
as well as the effectiveness of government and central bank responses, remains unclear at this
time. It is not possible to reliably estimate the duration and severity of the consequences of COVID-
19, as well as the impact on the financial position and results of the Company for future periods.

4. Summary of significant accounting policies

a) Regulatory Deferral Accounts

Regulatory deferral account debit balances represent certain costs incurred in the current period or
in prior period(s) that are expected to be recovered from consumers in future periods through the
rate-setting process. Regulatory deferral account credit balances are associated with the collection
of certain revenues earned in the current period or in prior period(s) that are expected to be
returned to consumers in future periods through the rate-setting process. Regulatory deferral
account balances can arise from differences in amounts collected from customers (based on
regulated rates) and the corresponding cost of non-competitive electricity service incurred by the
Company in the wholesale market administered by the Independent Electricity System Operator (the
"IESO") after May 1, 2002. These amounts have been accumulated pursuant to regulation
underlying the Electricity Act (the "EA") and deferred in anticipation of their future recovery or
expense in electricity distribution service charges.

Explanation of recognized amounts

Regulatory deferral account balances are recognized and measured initially and subsequently at
cost. They are assessed for impairment on the same basis as other non-financial assets as
described below.

Management continually assesses the likelihood of recovery of regulatory assets. If recovery
through future rates is no longer considered probable, the amounts would be charged to the results
of operations in the period that the assessment is made.
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Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Notes to the Financial Statements
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31, 2020

4. Summary of significant accounting policies (continued)

b) Revenue

Revenue is recognized to the extent that it is probable those economic benefits will flow to the
Company and that the revenue can be reliably measured. Revenue comprises of sales and
distribution of energy, pole use rental, collection charges, investment income and other
miscellaneous revenues.

Sale and distribution of energy

The Company is licensed by the OEB to distribute electricity. As a licensed distributor, the Company
is responsible for billing customers for electricity generated by third parties and the related costs of
providing electricity service, such as transmission services and other services provided by third
parties. The Company is required, pursuant to regulation, to remit such amounts to these third
parties, irrespective of whether the Company ultimately collects these amounts from customers.
The Company has determined that they are acting as a principal for the electricity distribution and,
therefore, have presented the electricity revenues on a gross basis.

Revenues from the sale and distribution of electricity are recognized upon delivery and provision of
services over the period in which the delivery and service is performed and collectability is
reasonably assured and includes unbilled revenues accrued in respect of electricity delivered but
not yet billed in the reporting period. Sale and distribution of energy revenue is comprised of
customer billings for distribution service charges. Customer billings for distribution service charges
are recorded based on meter readings.

Other

Other revenues, which include revenues from pole use rental, collection charges and other
miscellaneous revenues are recognized at the time services are provided. 

Where the Company has an ongoing obligation to provide services, revenues are recognized as the
service is performed and amounts billed in advance are recognized as deferred revenue.

Certain assets may be acquired or constructed with financial assistance in the form of contributions
from customers when the estimated revenue is less than the cost of providing service or where
special equipment is needed to supply the customers’ specific requirements. Since the contributions
will provide customers with ongoing access to the supply of electricity, these contributions are
classified as contributions in aid of construction and are recorded as revenue on a straight-line basis
over the useful life of the constructed or contributed asset.

c) Cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents include cash on hand, deposits held at call with financial institutions,
other short-term, highly liquid investments with original maturities of three months or less that are
readily convertible to known amounts of cash and subject to an insignificant risk of change in value.

11



Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Notes to the Financial Statements
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31, 2020

4. Summary of significant accounting policies (continued)

d) Financial instruments

Financial instruments are comprised of cash and cash equivalents, accounts receivable, amounts
due to/from related parties, accounts payable, and term loans. 

Recognition and derecognition

Financial assets and financial liabilities are recognized when the Company becomes a party to the
contractual provisions of the financial instrument. 

Financial assets are derecognized when the contractual rights to the cash flows from the financial
assets expire, or when the financial asset and substantially all the risks and rewards are transferred.
A financial liability is derecognized when it is extinguished, discharged, cancelled or expires. 

Classification and initial measurement of financial assets

Financial assets are initially measured at fair value adjusted for transaction costs where applicable.

Financial assets, other than those designated and effective as hedging instruments, are classified
into the following categories:

-  amortized cost
-  fair value through profit or loss ("FVTPL"); and
-  fair value through other comprehensive income ("FVOCI").

The classification is determined by both:
-  the Company's business model for managing the financial asset; and
-  the contractual cash flow characteristics of the financial asset.

In the periods presented, the Company does not have any financial assets measured at FVOCI.

Subsequent measurement of financial assets

Financial assets at amortized cost
Financial assets are measured at amortized cost if the assets meet the following conditions (and
are not designated as FVTPL):

-  they are held within a business model whose objective is to hold the financial assets and 
   collect its contractual cash flows; and
-  the contractual terms of the financial assets give rise to cash flows that are solely 
   payments of principal and interest on the principal amount outstanding.

After initial recognition, these are measured at amortized cost using the effective interest method.
Discounting is omitted where the effect of discounting is immaterial. The Company’s cash and cash
equivalents, accounts receivable, due from related parties, and unbilled revenues fall into this
category of financial instruments.

12



Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Notes to the Financial Statements
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31, 2020

4. Summary of significant accounting policies (continued)

d) Financial instruments (continued)

Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss (FVTPL)
Financial assets that are held within a different business model other than “hold to collect” or “hold
to collect and sell” are categorized at fair value through profit and loss. Further, irrespective of the
business model, financial assets whose contractual cash flows are not solely payments of principal
and interest are accounted for at FVTPL. 

Assets in this category are measured at fair value with gains or losses recognized in profit or loss.
The fair values of financial assets in this category are determined by reference to active market
transactions or using a valuation technique where no active market exists.

In the periods presented, the Company does not have any financial assets measured at FVTPL.

Impairment of financial assets

IFRS 9’s impairment requirements use more forward-looking information to recognize expected
credit losses – the “expected credit loss (ECL) model.” This replaced IAS 39’s “incurred loss
model.” Instruments within the scope of the new requirements included accounts receivable and
due from related parties.

Recognition of credit losses is no longer dependent on the Company first identifying a credit loss
event. Instead the Company considers a broader range of information when assessing credit risk
and measuring expected credit losses, including past events, current conditions, reasonable and
supportable forecasts that affect the expected collectability of the future cash flows of the
instrument.

In applying this forward-looking approach, a distinction is made between:
-  financial instruments that have not deteriorated significantly in credit quality since initial

      recognition or that have low credit risk (“Stage 1”); and
-  financial instruments that have deteriorated significantly in credit quality since initial

      recognition and whose credit risk is not low (“Stage 2”).

“Stage 3” would cover financial assets that have objective evidence of impairment at the reporting
date.

“12-month expected credit losses” are recognized for the first category while “lifetime expected
credit losses” are recognized for the second category.

Measurement of the expected credit losses is determined by a probability-weighted estimate of
credit losses over the expected life of the financial instrument.

13



Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Notes to the Financial Statements
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31, 2020

4. Summary of significant accounting policies (continued)

d) Financial instruments (continued)

Accounts receivable and due from related parties

The Company makes use of a simplified approach in accounting for accounts receivable and due
from related parties and records the loss allowance as lifetime expected credit losses. These are
the expected shortfalls in contractual cash flows, considering the potential for default at any point
during the life of the financial instrument. In calculating the expected credit losses, the Company
uses its historical experience and adjusts historical rates to reflect current and forward looking
macroeconomic factors affecting the client’s ability to settle the amount outstanding. However, given
the short period exposed to credit risk, the impact of macroeconomic factors has not been
considered significant within the reporting period.

The Company assesses impairment of accounts receivable on a collective basis as they possess
shared credit risk characteristics. Due from related parties are assessed on an individual basis.
Based on historical experience of low credit losses, management has determined that there are no
impairments during the period.

Classification and measurement of financial liabilities

The Company’s financial liabilities include accounts payable and accrued liabilities, customer
deposits, and term loans

Financial liabilities are initially measured at fair value, and, where applicable, adjusted for
transaction costs unless the Company designated a financial liability at fair value through profit or
loss.

Subsequently, financial liabilities are measured at amortized cost using the effective interest method
except for financial liabilities designated at FVTPL, which are carried subsequently at fair value with
gains or losses recognized in profit or loss.

The Company does not have any financial assets or liabilities designated as a hedging instrument..

All interest-related charges and, if applicable, changes in an instrument’s fair value that are reported
in profit or loss are included within finance costs or finance income.

e) Fair value measurements

The level in the fair value hierarchy within which the financial asset or financial liability is categorized
is determined on the basis of the lowest level input that is significant to the fair value measurement. 

Financial assets and financial liabilities are classified in their entirety into only one of the three
levels. 

14



Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Notes to the Financial Statements
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31, 2020

4. Summary of significant accounting policies (continued)

e) Fair value measurements (continued)

The fair value hierarchy has the following levels: 

- Level 1 - quoted prices (unadjusted) in active markets for identical assets or liabilities;
- Level 2 - inputs other than quoted prices included within Level 1 that are observable for
     the asset or liability, either directly (i.e. as prices) or indirectly (i.e. derived from

   prices); and
- Level 3 - inputs for the asset or liability that are not based on observable market data
     (unobservable inputs).

f) Property, plant and equipment

Recognition and measurement

Property, plant and equipment (PP&E) are recognized at cost or deemed cost, being the purchase
price and directly attributable cost of acquisition or construction required to bring the asset to the
location and condition necessary to be capable of operating in the manner intended by the
Company, including eligible borrowing costs.

Depreciation of PP&E is recorded in the Statement of Comprehensive Income on a straight-line
basis over the estimated useful life of the related asset. The estimated useful lives, residual values
and depreciation methods are reviewed at the end of each annual reporting period, with the effect of
any changes in estimate being accounted for on a prospective basis.

The estimated useful lives are as follows:

Distribution plant
Buildings and fixtures 50 years
Conductors and devices 60 years
Distribution station equipment 40 years
Line transformers 40 years
Meters 15 years
New services distribution 45 years
Poles, towers and fixtures 45 years
Underground conduits 40 to 45 years

General plant
Building and fixtures 50 years
Communication equipment 5 & 10 years
Computer hardware 5 years
Office furniture and equipment 10 years
Stores equipment 10 years
Tools and garage equipment 10 years
Transportation equipment 5 & 8 years
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Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Notes to the Financial Statements
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31, 2020

4. Summary of significant accounting policies (continued)

f) Property, plant and equipment (continued)

Major spare parts

Major spares such as spare transformers and other items kept as standby/back up equipment are
accounted for as PP&E since they support the Company’s distribution system reliability.

Contributions in aid of construction

When an asset is received as a capital contribution, the asset is initially recognized at its fair value,
with the corresponding amount recognized as contributions in aid of construction.

Gains and losses on disposal

Gains and losses on disposal of an item of property, plant and equipment are determined by
comparing the net proceeds from disposal with the carrying amount of the asset, and are included
in the Statement of Comprehensive Income when the asset is disposed of. When an item of
property, plant and equipment with related contributions in aid of construction is disposed, the
remaining amount is recognized in full in the Statement of Comprehensive Income.

g) Borrowing costs

The Company capitalizes interest expenses and other finance charges directly relating to the
acquisition, construction or production of assets that take a substantial period of time to get ready
for its intended use. Capitalization commences when expenditures are being incurred, borrowing
costs are being incurred and activities that are necessary to prepare the asset for its intended use
or sale are in progress. Capitalization will be suspended during periods in which active development
is interrupted. Capitalization should cease when substantially all of the activities necessary to
prepare the asset for its intended use or sale are complete.
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Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd.
Notes to the Financial Statements
(Expressed in Canadian Dollars)
December 31, 2020

4. Summary of significant accounting policies (continued)

h) Intangible assets

Computer software

Computer software that is acquired or developed by the Company, including software that is not
integral to the functionality of equipment purchased which has finite useful lives, is measured at cost
less accumulated amortization and accumulated impairment losses.

Land rights

Payments to obtain rights to access land ("land rights") are classified as intangible assets. These
include payments made for easements, right of access and right of use over land for which the
Company does not hold title. Land rights are measured at cost less accumulated amortization and
accumulated impairment losses.

Amortization

Amortization is recognized in profit or loss on a straight-line basis over the estimated useful lives of
intangible assets, other than goodwill, and those with indefinite lives, from the date that they are
available for use. Amortization methods and useful lives of all intangible assets are reviewed at
each reporting date. The estimated useful lives for the current and comparative years are:

Land rights Indefinite
Computer software 5 years

i) Impairment of non-financial assets

Non-financial assets are tested for impairment when facts and circumstances indicate that the
carrying amount of non-financial assets may not be recoverable. Where the carrying value exceeds
its recoverable amount, which is the higher of value in use and fair value less costs of disposal, the
asset is written down accordingly.  Where it is not possible to estimate the recoverable amount of
an individual asset, the impairment test is carried out on the asset's cash-generating unit (‘CGU’),
which is the lowest group of assets to which the asset belongs for which there are separately
identifiable cash inflows that are largely independent of the cash inflows from other assets.  The
Company has one cash-generating unit for which impairment testing is performed. An impairment
loss is charged to the Statement of Comprehensive Income, except to the extent it reverses gains
previously recognized in other comprehensive income.
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4. Summary of significant accounting policies (continued)

j) Employee future benefits

Defined contribution plan

The employees of the Company participate in the Ontario Municipal Employees Retirement System
(“OMERS”). The Company also makes contributions to the OMERS plan on behalf of its employees.
The plan has a defined benefit option at retirement available to some employees, which specifies
the amount of the retirement benefit plan to be received by the employees based on length of
service and rates of pay. The Company is only one of a number of employers that participates in the
plan and the financial information provided to the Company on the basis of the contractual
agreements is usually insufficient to measure the Company’s proportionate share in the plan assets
and liabilities on defined benefit accounting requirements. Therefore, the plan is accounted for as a
defined contribution plan as insufficient information is available to account for the plan as a defined
benefit plan. The contribution payable in exchange for services rendered during a period is
recognized as an expense during that period.

Defined benefit plans

A defined benefit plan is a post-employment benefit plan other than a defined contribution plan. The
Company’s net obligation on behalf of its retired employees unfunded extended medical and dental
benefits as well as life insurance and is calculated by estimating the amount of future benefits that
are expected to be paid out discounted to determine its present value. Any unrecognized past
service costs are deducted.

The calculation is performed by a qualified actuary using the projected unit credit method every
three years or when there are significant changes to workforce. When the calculation results in a
benefit to the Company, the recognized asset is limited to the total of any unrecognized past service
costs and the present value of economic benefits available in the form of any future refunds from
the plan or reductions in future contributions to the plan. An economic benefit is available to the
Company if it is realizable during the life of the plan, or on settlement of the plan liabilities.

Defined benefit obligations are measured using the projected unit credit method discounted to its
present value using yields available on high quality corporate bonds that have maturity dates
approximating to the terms of the liabilities.

Remeasurements of the defined benefit obligation are recognized directly within equity in other
comprehensive income. The remeasurements include actuarial gains and losses.

Service costs are recognized in the Statement of Comprehensive Income in operating expenses,
and include current and past service costs as well as gains and losses on curtailments.

Net interest expense is recognized the Statement of Comprehensive Income in finance expense,
and is calculated by applying the discount rate used to measure the defined benefit obligation at the
beginning of the annual period to the balance of the net defined benefit obligation, considering the
effects of benefit payments during the period. Gains or losses arising from changes to defined
benefits or plan curtailment are recognized immediately in the Statement of Comprehensive
Income. Settlements of defined benefit plans are recognized in the period in which the settlement
occurs.
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4. Summary of significant accounting policies (continued)

k) Payment in lieu of taxes

Tax status

The Company is a Municipal Electricity Utility (“MEU”) for purposes of the payment in lieu of taxes
(“PILs”) regime contained in the Electricity Act, 1998.  As an MEU, the Company is exempt from tax
under the Income Tax Act (Canada) and the Corporations Tax Act (Ontario).

Under the Electricity Act, 1998, the Company is required to make, for each taxation year, PILs to
Ontario Electricity Financial Corporation ("OEFC"), commencing October 1, 2001. These payments
are calculated in accordance with the rules for computing taxable income and taxable capital and
other relevant amounts contained in the Income Tax Act (Canada) and the Corporation Tax Act
(Ontario) as modified by the Electricity Act, 1998, and related regulations.

Current and deferred tax

Provision for payment in lieu of taxes comprises of current and deferred tax. Current tax and
deferred tax are recognized in net income except to the extent that it relates to items recognized
directly in equity or regulatory deferral account balances (see Note 13). Current income taxes are
recognized for the estimated income taxes payable or receivable on taxable income or loss for the
current year and any adjustment to income taxes payable in respect of previous years.  Current
income taxes are determined using tax rates and tax laws that have been enacted or substantively
enacted by the year-end date.

Deferred tax assets and liabilities are recognized where the carrying amount of an asset or liability
differs from its tax base. The amount of the deferred tax asset or liability is measured at the amount
expected to be recovered from or paid to the taxation authorities. This amount is determined using
tax rates and tax laws that have been enacted or substantively enacted by  the  year-end  date  and
are  expected  to  apply  when  the  liabilities/(assets)  are  settled/(recovered).  

Recognition of deferred tax assets for unused tax losses, tax credits and deductible temporary
differences is restricted to those instances where it is probable that future taxable profit will be
available against which the deferred tax asset can be utilized.

At the end of each reporting period, the Company reassesses both recognized and unrecognized
deferred tax assets. The Company recognizes a previously unrecognized deferred tax asset to the
extent that it has become probable that future taxable profit will allow the deferred tax asset to be
recovered.

l) Inventories

Cost of inventories comprise of direct materials, which typically consists of distribution assets,
streetlight repair parts and fiber optic cable not deemed as major spares, unless purchased for
specific capital projects in process or as spare units. Costs, after deducting rebates and discounts,
are assigned to individual items of inventory on the basis of weighted average cost.
Decommissioned assets that are transferred to inventory are tested for impairment once they are
removed from service and placed in inventory. Inventory is recognized at the lower of cost and net
realizable value. Net realizable value is the estimated selling price in the ordinary course of business
less the estimated costs of completion and the estimated costs necessary to make the sale.
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4. Summary of significant accounting policies (continued)

m) Standards, amendments and interpretations not yet effective

Standards and amendments that are not yet effective and have not been adopted early by the
Company and are expected to be relevant include:

- Classification of Liabilities as Current or Non-Current (Amendments to IAS 1).

These amendments are not expected to have a significant impact on the financial statements in the
period of initial application and therefore the disclosures have not been made. 

5. Changes in accounting policies and recent accounting pronouncements

At the date of authorization of these financial statements, some accounting pronouncements which
became effective on January 1, 2020 and have therefore been adopted do not have a material
impact on the Company's financial results or position.
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6. Use of estimates and judgements

The Company makes certain estimates and assumptions regarding the future. Estimates and
judgments are continually evaluated based on historical experience and other factors, including
expectations of future events that are believed to be reasonable under the circumstances. In the
future, actual experience may differ from these estimates and assumptions. The estimates and
assumptions that have a significant risk of causing a material adjustment to the carrying amounts of
assets and liabilities within the next financial year are discussed below.

Property, plant and equipment

The Company relies on a third party independent study to componentize and determine the
estimated useful lives of its distribution system assets. The useful life values from the study were
derived from industrial statistics, research studies, reports and past utility experience. Actual lives of
assets may vary from estimated useful lives. For the remaining assets, management reviews its
estimate of the useful lives of depreciable assets at each reporting date, based on the expected
utility of the assets and past utility experience. Actual lives of assets may vary from estimated useful
lives.

Employee future benefits

The costs of post-employment medical and insurance benefits are determined using actuarial
valuations. An actuarial valuation involves making various assumptions. Due to the complexity of
the valuation, the underlying assumptions and its long term nature, post-employment medical and
insurance benefits are highly sensitive to changes in these assumptions. All assumptions are
reviewed at each reporting date. See Note 19 Employee Future Benefits.

Payment in lieu of taxes

The Company is required to make payment in lieu of tax calculated on the same basis as income
taxes on taxable income earned and capital taxes. Significant judgment is required in determining
the provision for income taxes. There are many transactions and calculations undertaken during the
ordinary course of business for which the ultimate tax determination is uncertain. The Company
recognizes liabilities for payment in lieu of taxes based on its understanding of the current tax law.
Where the final tax outcome of these matters is different from the amounts that were initially
recorded, such differences will impact the current and deferred tax provisions in the period in which
such determination is made.

Receivables

In determining the allowance for doubtful accounts, the Company considers historical loss
experience of account balances based on the aging and arrears status of accounts receivable
balances.
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7. Receivables

2020 2019

Intercompany receivables $ 214,267 $ 31,529
Receivables 4,281,207 4,731,138

$ 4,495,474 $ 4,762,667

The intercompany receivables are unsecured and have no specific interest or repayment terms.

8. Related company transactions

These transactions below are in the normal course of operations and are measured at the
exchange value (the amount of consideration established and agreed to by the related parties)
which approximates the arm’s length equivalent value. Bracebridge Generation Ltd. (BGL),
Lakeland Energy Ltd. (LEL) and Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd. (LPDL) are all wholly-owned
subsidiaries of Lakeland Holding Ltd. (LHL) and are therefore, related by common control.

The following table summarizes the Company’s related party transactions for the year:

2020 2019

Lakeland Energy Ltd.
Other operating revenue $ 52,149 $ 10,802
Information technology expenses, in administration and general 421,339 424,000
Communication expenses, in administration and general 51,000 76,200
Other operating and maintenance expenses 768 768
Building rent revenue 42,000 42,000

Bracebridge Generation Ltd.
Other operating revenue $ 175,578 $ 49,529
Other operating and maintenance expenses 2,770 553
Building rent 6,000 6,000

Lakeland Holding Ltd.
Management fees paid, in administration and general $ 778,057 $ 897,728
Other operating and maintenance expenses 17,973 14,706

Shareholders of Lakeland Holding Ltd., the parent company

Purchases
Town of Bracebridge $ 28,795 $ 40,904
Town of Huntsville 11,247 50,773
Town of Parry Sound 27,830 27,773
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8. Related company transactions (continued)

2020 2019

Sales
Town of Bracebridge $ 749,182 $ 765,769
Town of Huntsville 365,699 525,652
Village of Burk’s Falls 107,060 138,610
Village of Sundridge 114,447 123,856
Municipality of Magnetawan 23,477 28,237
Town of Parry Sound 812,951 868,704

Accounts receivable

2020 2019

BGL $ 11,025 $ 8,826
LEL 17,751 14,035
LHL 185,491 8,668

$ 214,267 $ 31,529

Accounts payable

2020 2019

BGL $ 1,186,285 $ 1,179,052
LEL 9,127 8,612
LHL 134,986 166,006

$ 1,330,398 $ 1,353,670

Key management personnel compensation comprised:

The management fee paid to Lakeland Holding Ltd. comprises of reimbursements for management
and administrative expenses incurred by Lakeland Holding Ltd. Key management compensation for
all the Lakeland group of companies is paid by Lakeland Holding Ltd. The total management fees
paid from Lakeland Power Distribution Ltd. to Lakeland Holding Ltd. were $778,057 (2019 -
$897,728). Additionally, director fees of $62,903 (2019 - $36,065) were also paid during the year.

9. Inventory

2020 2019

Inventory expensed during the year $ 179,242 $ 51,737
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10. Property, plant and equipment

Land and
buildings

Distribution
equipment

Other fixed
assets Total

Cost
At January 1, 2019 $ 2,839,180 $ 50,649,248 $ 3,901,964 $ 57,390,392
Additions 15,561 3,108,670 301,659 3,425,890
Disposals - - (27,817) (27,817)

At January 1, 2020 2,854,741 53,757,918 4,175,806 60,788,465
Additions - 1,993,564 272,724 2,266,288
Disposals - - (248,102) (248,102)

At December 31, 2020 $ 2,854,741 $ 55,751,482 $ 4,200,428 $ 62,806,651

Accumulated depreciation
At January 1, 2019 $ 838,341 $ 21,227,140 $ 3,042,642 $ 25,108,123
Depreciation for the year (Note 22) 86,623 1,305,744 177,783 1,570,150
Disposals - - (19,124) (19,124)

At January 1, 2020 924,964 22,532,884 3,201,301 26,659,149
Depreciation for the year (Note 22) 85,737 1,373,091 205,981 1,664,809
Disposals - - (239,439) (239,439)

At December 31, 2020 $ 1,010,701 $ 23,905,975 $ 3,167,843 $ 28,084,519

Carrying amount at December 31, 2019 $ 1,929,777 $ 31,225,034 $ 974,505 $ 34,129,316

Carrying amount at December 31, 2020 $ 1,844,040 $ 31,845,507 $ 1,032,585 $ 34,722,132
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11. Intangible assets

Computer
software Land rights Total

Cost
Balance at January 1, 2019 $ 979,844 $ 567,931 $ 1,547,775
Additions 47,649 - 47,649
Disposals - - -

Balance at January 1, 2020 1,027,493 567,931 1,595,424
Additions 74,557 - 74,557
Disposals - - -

Balance at December 31, 2020 $ 1,102,050 $ 567,931 $ 1,669,981

Accumulated depreciation
Balance at January 1, 2019 $ 920,529 $ 49,995 $ 970,524
Depreciation for the year (Note 22) 34,277 20 34,297

Balance at January 1, 2020 954,806 50,015 1,004,821
Depreciation for the year (Note 22) 30,242 20 30,262

Balance at December 31, 2020 $ 985,048 $ 50,035 $ 1,035,083

Carrying amounts
At December 31, 2019 $ 72,687 $ 517,916 $ 590,603

At December 31, 2020 $ 117,002 $ 517,896 $ 634,898

12. Goodwill

Goodwill of $1,150,014 (2019 - $1,150,014) is primarily related to growth expectations, expected
future profitability, the substantial skill and expertise of the workforce and expected costs. Goodwill
has been allocated to the power segment and is not expected to be deductible for income tax
purposes. 
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13. Payment in lieu of income taxes

The significant components of the provision for payment in lieu of taxes expense are as follows:

2020 2019

Current tax
Based on current year taxable income $ 254,392 $ 396,697

Deferred tax
Origination and reversal of temporary differences 77,679 205,460

$ 332,071 $ 602,157

The payment in lieu of taxes varies from amounts which would be computed by applying the
Company's combined statutory federal and provincial income tax rate. Reconciliation of the
payment in lieu of taxes at the statutory income tax rate to the provision for payment in lieu of taxes
is as follows:

Rate reconciliation before net movements in regulatory balances and OCI
2020 2019

Statutory tax rate 26.5% 26.5%

Profit for the year before net movements in regulatory deferral
account balances and OCI $ 1,334,137 $ 2,330,713

Expected payment in lieu of taxes $ 353,546 $ 617,639
Increase (decrease) resulting from:

Items not deductible (taxable) for tax purposes 231 433
Other (21,706) (15,915)

Provision for paymentin lieu of taxes $ 332,071 $ 602,157

Rate reconciliation after net movements in regulatory balances and OCI

2020 2019

Profit for the year after net movements in regulatory deferral
account balances and OCI $ 996,055 $ 1,776,573

Expected payment in lieu of taxes $ 263,955 $ 470,792
Increase (decrease) resulting from:

Items not deductible (taxable) for tax purposes 231 433
Other (21,706) (15,915)

Provision for payment in lieu of taxes $ 242,480 $ 455,310
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13. Payment in lieu of income taxes (continued)

2020 2019

Provision for payment in lieu of taxes before net movements in
regulatory deferral account balances and OCI $ 332,071 $ 602,157
Provision for payment in lieu of taxes recorded in net movement in
regulatory balances (88,353) (136,639)

Provision for payment in lieu of taxes after net movement in
regulatory balances and before OCI 243,718 465,518
Provision for payment in lieu of taxes recorded in OCI (1,238) (10,208)

Provision for payment in lieu of taxes $ 242,480 $ 455,310

Balance at
January 1,

2020
Recognized in

net income
Recognized in

OCI

Balance at
December 31,

2020

Deferred tax assets
Property, plant and equipment $ 269,214 $ (177,046) $ - $ 92,168
Intangible assets 13,253 5 - 13,258
Employee future benefits 30,761 (2,842) 1,238 29,157
Other 10,674 102,204 - 112,878

$ 323,902 $ (77,679) $ 1,238 $ 247,461

Balance at
January 1,

2019
Recognized in

net income
Recognized in

OCI

Balance at
December 31,

2019

Deferred tax assets
Property, plant and equipment $ 484,498 $ (215,284) $ - $ 269,214
Intangible assets 13,248 5 - 13,253
Employee future benefits 21,408 (855) 10,208 30,761
Other - 10,674 - 10,674

$ 519,154 $ (205,460) $ 10,208 $ 323,902

At December 31, 2020, a deferred tax asset of $247,461 (2019 - $323,902) has been recorded. The
utilization of this tax asset is dependent on future taxable profits in excess of profits arising from the
reversal of existing taxable temporary differences. The Company believes that this asset should be
recognized as it will be recovered through future rates.
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14. Regulatory deferral account balances

All amounts deferred as regulatory deferral account debit balances are subject to approval by the OEB. As such, amounts subject to deferral
could be altered by the regulators and the actual recovery or settlement periods could differ based on OEB approval. Due to previous,
existing or expected future regulatory articles or decisions, the Company has the following amounts expected to be recovered by customers
(returned to customers) in future periods and as such regulatory deferral account balances are comprised of:

Note

Remaining
recovery/
reversal

period
(years)

Balance
January 1,

2020

Balances
arising in the

period
Recovery/

reversal

Balance,
December 31,

2020

Regulatory deferral account debit/(credit)
Settlement variances i) 1 $ (326,412) $ (371,833) $ 243,397 $ (454,848)
Renewable generation ii) 1 257,558 - - 257,558
Retail cost variances iii) 1 255,385 41,004 (250,897) 45,492
Smart meters iv) 1 (10,522) (1,689) 7,500 (4,711)
COVID-19 costs v) 1 - 504,128 - 504,128

$ 176,009 $ 171,610 $ - $ 347,619

Note

Remaining
recovery/
reversal

period
(years)

Balance
January 1,

2019

Balances
arising in the

period
Recovery/

reversal

Balance,
December 31,

2019

Regulatory deferral account debit/(credit)
Settlement variances i) 1 $ (33,379) $ (626,541) $ 333,508 $ (326,412)
Renewable generation ii) 1 257,224 334 - 257,558
Retail cost variances iii) 1 585,227 7,374 (337,216) 255,385
Smart meters iv) 1 (2,875) (11,355) 3,708 (10,522)

$ 806,197 $ (630,188) $ - $ 176,009
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14. Regulatory deferral account balances (continued)

(i) Settlement variances

This account is comprised of the variances between amounts charged by the Company to
customers, based on regulated rates, and the corresponding cost of non-competitive electricity
service incurred by the Company. The settlement variances relate primarily to service charges,
non-competitive electricity charges, imported power charges and the global adjustment.

The Company has recognized a settlement variance liability of $454,848 (2019 - $326,412)
arising from the recognition of regulatory deferral account balances. The settlement variance
liability balance is presented within the total regulatory deferral account debit balances
presented in the statement of financial position. Annually the Company makes application for
the recovery of the settlement variances for its customers in its rate application.

(ii) Renewable generation

The Company has recognized a cost asset of $257,558 (2019 - $257,558) for costs related to
the Green Energy Act with the distributor being responsible for the cost of expansion up to the
value of the generators renewable energy expansion cost of $90 per MW generation capacity.
These amounts have not yet been submitted for recovery. The balance is presented within the
total regulatory deferral account debit balances presented in the statement of financial position.

(iii) Retail cost variances

The Company has recognized a cost asset of $45,492 (2019 - $255,385) mainly for costs in
excess of the amount requested in the Company’s last Cost of Service Application. Included is
lost revenue as a result of CDM programs, IFRS conversion costs and a corporate tax true up
from 2001 to 2006. The other cost asset balance is presented within the total regulatory
deferral account debit balances presented in the statement of financial position.

(iv) Smart meters

The Company has recognized a cost liability of $4,711 (2019 - $10,522) related to the net
balance of capital and operating expenditures for smart meters less recoveries received from
the rate adder charged to customers.

(v) COVID-19 costs

The Company has recognized a cost asset of $504,128 (2019 - $Nil) related to the foregone
revenue due to legislative directives and associated costs incurred from March 2020 to
December 2020 surrounding COVID-19. The deferral of the rate approval for May 1, 2020 until
November 1, 2020 gave rise to foregone revenue to be recovered in 2021.

15. Bank indebtedness

The Company has bank indebtedness of $Nil (2019 - $Nil), out of $5,500,000 credit limit. The
facility is secured by a general security agreement conveying a floating and fixed charge over all
assets and evidence of adequate liability insurance and bears interest at the prime rate.
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16. Accounts payable and accrued liabilities

Major components of accounts payable and accrued liabilities consist of the following:

2020 2019

Purchased power $ 1,649,024 $ 1,953,030
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 4,003,979 4,095,882
Intercompany payables 1,330,398 1,353,670

$ 6,983,401 $ 7,402,582

The intercompany payables are unsecured and have no specific interest or repayment terms.

17. Contributions in aid of construction

Contributions in aid of construction consists of capital contributions received from electricity
customers to construct or acquire property, plant and equipment which has not yet been recognized
as revenue, and also includes revenue not yet recognized from demand billable activities.
Contributions in aid of construction are amortized into revenue over the life of the assets which is 43
years.

2020 2019

Deferred contributions, net, beginning of year $ 7,237,833 $ 6,543,719
Contributions in aid of construction received 768,992 902,268
Contributions in aid of construction recognized as distribution
revenue (227,815) (208,154)

Deferred contributions, net, end of year $ 7,779,010 $ 7,237,833

Deferred contributions $ 7,779,010 $ 7,237,833
Less current portion 236,862 218,768

$ 7,542,148 $ 7,019,065
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18. Customer deposits

Customer deposits represent cash deposits from electricity distribution customers and retailers.

Deposits from electricity distribution customers are refundable to customers demonstrating an
acceptable level of credit risk as determined by the Company in accordance with policies set out by
the OEB or upon termination of their electricity distribution service.

2020 2019

Customer deposits $ 385,989 $ 254,835

19. Employee future benefits

(a) Defined contribution plan

The employees of the Company participate in the Ontario Municipal Employees Retirement
System (“OMERS”). Although the plan has a defined retirement benefit plan for employees, the
related obligation of the Company cannot be identified. The OMERS plan has several
unrelated participating municipalities and costs are not specifically attributed to each
participant. The employer portion of amounts paid to OMERS during the year was $185,432
(2019 - $186,273). The contributions were made for current service and these have been
recognized in net income.

(b) Defined benefit plan

The Company pays post-retirement life insurance premiums and health & dental benefits for a
defined group of employees (previously with Parry Sound group of companies). The Company
recognizes these post-retirement costs in the period in which the employees render the
services.

An actuarial valuation is prepared every third year or when there are significant changes to the
workforce. A valuation based on management information was performed in accordance with
IAS 19 for the 2020 fiscal period.

The plan is exposed to a number of risks, including:

Interest rate risk: decreases/increases in the discount rate used (high quality corporate bonds)
will increase/decrease the defined benefit obligation. 

Longevity risk: changes in the estimation of mortality rates of current and former employees.

Information about the group unfunded defined benefit plan as a whole and changes in the
present value of the unfunded defined benefit obligation and the accrued benefit liability are as
follows:
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19. Employee future benefits (continued)

(b) Defined benefit plan (continued)

Defined benefit liability

2020 2019

Balance, January 1 $ 92,973 $ 57,680

Current service cost 3,777 1,461
Past service cost - -
Interest cost 2,700 2,063

Included in profit or loss 6,477 3,524

Remeasurement loss (gain) - -
Actuarial loss from financial assumptions 4,674 38,520

Included in other comprehensive income 4,674 38,520

Benefits paid during the year (17,204) (6,751)

Balance, December 31 $ 86,920 $ 92,973

The main actuarial assumptions underlying the valuation are as follows:

2020 2019

Reasonable
possible
change

Defined
benefit

obligation
increase

Defined
benefit

obligation
decrease

Discount rate 2.6% 3.20% +/- 1% $ 11,900 $ (9,700)
Health care costs 4.20%- 4.50% 4.20% - 4.50% +/- 1% 7,700 (6,400)
Retirement age -
males 60 60 - - -
Retirement age -
females 60 60 - - -

(c) Other employee future benefits

Also included in the Employee future benefits is an amount for a self-insured life insurance
plan regarding one employee from the original amalgamation of Lakeland Power in
September, 2000.  The amount is $23,100 (2016 - $23,100) and is payable upon death of the
retiree.
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20. Long-term debt

2020 2019

TD bank term loan, 3.62% due March 2023 $ 1,162,500 $ 1,162,500
TD bank term loan, 3.21% due October 2022 2,325,000 2,325,000
TD bank term loan, 3.04% due July 2024 2,698,887 2,698,887
TD bank term loan, 3.38% due February 2022 4,000,000 4,000,000
TD bank term loan, 2.94% renew rate August 2023, due August
2024 8,000,000 8,000,000

$ 18,186,387 $ 18,186,387

All of the Company’s term loans have interest only payments with the balance due upon maturity.

The term loans are secured by a general security agreement conveying a first floating and fixed
charge over certain assets and evidence of adequate liability insurance.

The agreements covering the above facilities contain certain restrictions regarding service coverage
ratio and debt capitalization tests, which have been met.

Management intends to renegotiate all term loans as they come due in order to further extend the
principal payments.

Principal payments due in each of the next four years are as follows:

2021 $ -
2022 6,325,000
2023 1,162,500
2024 10,698,887

$ 18,186,387
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21. Share capital

a) Ordinary shares

An unlimited number of common shares are authorized for issue.

As of December 31, 2020, the Company has issued and fully paid 7,428 (2019 - 7,428) common
shares. The shares have no par value.

All shares are ranked equally with regards to the Company's residual assets.

b) Movement in ordinary share capital

No movement in ordinary share capital has occurred during 2020.

22. Amortization of property plant and equipment and intangible assets

The transportation amortization is not included in the amortization on the Statement of
Comprehensive Income as it has been expensed to operating lines or capitalized where the
equipment was used in constructing an asset. Refer to the reconciliation below:

2020 2019

Amortization of property, plant and equipment and intangible
assets $ 1,695,071 $ 1,604,447
Amortization on the Statement of Comprehensive Income (1,560,864) (1,499,092)

Transportation amortization $ 134,207 $ 105,355

Transportation amortization - capitalized $ 56,367 $ 60,052
Transportation amortization - expensed in operating expenses 77,840 45,303

$ 134,207 $ 105,355

23. Expenses by nature

2020 2019

Repairs and maintenance $ 1,042,137 $ 881,769
Staff costs (including post-employment benefits) 1,737,460 1,464,153
General administration and overhead 2,160,074 2,403,387
Bad debts 429,779 27,675
Miscellaneous - 7,891

$ 5,369,450 $ 4,784,875
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24. Staff costs

2020 2019

Wages, salaries and short-term employee benefits $ 2,390,455 $ 2,407,858
Wages, salaries and short-term employee benefits in revenue (36,270) (57,090)
Wages, salaries and short-term employee benefits capitalized (608,138) (883,388)
Post-employment benefits (8,587) (3,227)

$ 1,737,460 $ 1,464,153

25. Financial instruments and risk management

Fair value disclosure

The carrying values of cash and cash equivalents, receivables, unbilled service revenue, accounts
payable and accrued liabilities and customer deposits approximate their respective fair values
because of the short maturity of these instruments.

The fair value of the term loans (Level 2) is $18,676,916 (2019 - $18,102,729). The fair value is
calculated based on the present value of future principal and interest cash flows, discounted at the
current rate of interest at the reporting date.

Risk management

The Company's activities provide for a variety of financial risks, particularly credit risk, market risk
and liquidity risk.

(i) Credit risk:

Financial assets carry credit risk that a counter-party will fail to discharge an obligation
which would result in a financial loss. Financial assets held by the Company, such as
accounts receivable, expose it to credit risk. The Company earns its revenue from a
broad base of customers located in six municipalities. No single customer accounts for
revenue in excess of 10% of total revenue.
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25. Financial instruments and risk management (continued)

(i) Credit risk: (continued)

The carrying amount of accounts receivable is reduced through the use of an allowance
for impairment and the amount of the related impairment loss is recognized in the
Statement of Comprehensive Income. Subsequent recoveries of receivables previously
provisioned are credited to the Statement of Comprehensive Income. The balance of the
allowance for impairment at December 31, 2020 is $425,953 (2019 - $40,279). The
Company's credit risk associated with accounts receivable is primarily related to
payments from distribution customers. At December 31, 2020, approximately $481,721
(2019 - $178,319) is considered 60 days past due. The Company has approximately
13,800 customers, the majority of which are residential. Credit risk is managed through
the Company maintaining bank accounts at a reputable bank and the collection of security
deposits from customers in accordance with directions provided by the OEB. As at
December 31, 2020, the Company holds security deposits in the amount of $385,989
(2019 - $254,835).

The carrying amounts of financial assets represent the maximum credit exposure.

(ii) Market risk:

The Company is not exposed to significant market risk.

(iii) Interest rate risk:

The Company’s policy is to minimize interest rate cash flow risk exposures on long-term
financing. Long-term borrowings are therefore usually at fixed rates. At December 31,
2020, the Company is not exposed to any material changes in market interest rates on its
long-term borrowing.

(iv) Liquidity risk:

Liquidity risk is the risk that the Company will not be able to meet its financial obligations
as they come due. The Company monitors its liquidity risk to ensure access to sufficient
funds to meet operational and investing requirements. The Company's objective is to
ensure that sufficient liquidity is on hand to meet obligations as they fall due while
minimizing interest exposure. The Company has access to a $5,500,000 line of credit and
monitors cash balances to ensure that sufficient levels of liquidity are on hand to meet
financial commitments as they come due.
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25. Financial instruments and risk management (continued)

The following table sets out the contractual maturities (representing undiscounted contractual
cashflows) of financial liabilities:

Due within 1
year

Due between
1-2 years

Due past 2
years

At December 31, 2020
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 5,653,003 $ - $ -
Customer deposits - 385,989 -
Intercompany payables 1,330,398 - -
Long term debt - 6,325,000 11,861,387

At December 31, 2019
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 6,048,912 $ - $ -
Customer deposits - 254,835 -
Intercompany payables 1,353,670 - -
Long term debt - - 18,186,387

26. Contingency

Letter of credit

The Company has a bank letter of credit outstanding for $452,305 (2019 - $452,305). The letter of
credit bears interest at a rate of 0.50% per annum. Purchasers of electricity in Ontario, through the
Independent Electricity Systems Operator (IESO) are required to provide security to mitigate the
risk of their default based on their expected activity in the market. The IESO could draw on these
guarantees if the Company fails to make a payment required by default notice issued by the IESO.
The maximum potential payment is the face value of the bank letters of credit. As at December 31,
2020, the Company provided prudential support using bank letters of credit of $452,305 (2019 -
$452,305). 

27. Capital management

The main objectives of the Company, when managing capital, are to ensure ongoing access to
funding to maintain and improve the electricity distribution system, prudent management of its
capital structure with regard for recoveries of financing charges permitted by the OEB on its
regulated electricity distribution business, and to deliver the appropriate financial returns. 

The Company's definition of capital is shareholder's equity. As at December 31, 2020, shareholder's
equity amounts to $14,608,600 (2019 - $15,470,025).
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